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life Vicky never understood how she wounded Prussian pride
by talking of England as home.

The request for a bath in the Old Schloss was the first
one to be put to the King. At first he would not hear of it.
Later in the day he recalled Count Redern. He ordered that
a stone bath should be placed in one of the rooms adjoining
the suite at the Schloss. This certainly had the shape and
capacity of a bath, but no hot or cold water system was laid
on. The hot water had to be brought hi buckets. The bath
was fairly broad-bottomed and was placed on the floor
without any supports. It rocked whenever the bather
moved in it. However hot the water it held, the floor of the
bath was icy-cold. Prince Frederick William was sent to
make a personal appeal to the King. His Majesty ordered a
hot and cold water system to be installed. The Princess was
delighted. She came home from some function on the day
after the system had been installed. She met workmen
carrying the new enamel bath out of the entrance of the
Schloss. Others were removing the pipes. His Majesty had
changed his mind, as he frequently did. A bath was incom-
patible with the old-world atmosphere of the Schloss.
Eventually, by permission of His Majesty, Count Redern
was instructed to reinstall the bath and hot water system.

Many similar aggravations faced the Princess. In the
end, by perseverance, she added a great deal to the comfort
of the Old Schloss, but not without arousing some ill-feeling.
The manage was beginning to take on a distinctly English
character and Vicky was gently warned by her mother-in-
law, Princess Augusta, that this fact was being noticed and
commented upon at Court. Reluctantly, Vicky agreed to
maintain the custom of dinner at two o'clock, in full evening
dress, and cold meat supper with light sweets at ten o'clock,
even when no guests were present.

As a girl Princess Augusta had been made to tenez cercle, a
custom derived from the eighteenth-century French Court.
It was most necessary for a Princess, especially in Prussia,
to have something to say to everybody in a room, and the
words must be perfectly appropriate to the character of the